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Yergniaud, who was president, informed him that the deputies
were obliged to hear that the king had vetoed the decree, but
that they were not obliged to listen to his reasons. Foiled by
the king's veto, the Girondins now changed their tactics, and
moved, on November 29, that the king be requested to write
to the German princes about their harbouring of the Emigre's.
Louis consented, and on receiving an answer from the emperor
alleging his duty to protect any prince of the empire, who
appealed to him, he came down to the Assembly on Decem-
ber 14, and defended Leopold's right to make this answer.
The Girondin party now began to show that they hoped for
an outbreak of war, caused by the question of the Emigres,
which would destroy whatever power the king had left; and
they therefore devoted all their eloquence to bring about a
declaration of war. This was the aim of the motion about
the German princes; and the year closed with a decree, on
December 27, that the king should tell his brother-in-law and
the other German'princes that France would declare war If
the Emigre's were not at once expelled.

What, then, was the situation and the strength of the
emigres, against whom the Legislative Assembly was directing
all these decrees ? Was there any chance of their forcing their
way into France and re-establishing the authority of the king ?
From the vehemence with which they were attacked, it might
have been thought that they formed a powerful army of
seasoned soldiers, instead of a mere handful looked upon with
suspicion by the petty German princes around them. The
Comte d'Artois had quitted the court of his father-in-law
at Turin, in 1791, and after an important interview with the
Emperor Leopold, which had influenced that monarch in issu-
ing the circular letter of Padua, had taken up his residence at
Coblentz, where he was joined by the crowd of high-born lords
and ladies, who had been spending their time gaily at Spa,
Aix-la-Ohapelle, and Brussels, in daily expectation of a speedy
return to France. Here, too, he had been joined by Monsieur,
after his successful escape in June, 1791; and the two princes
were allowed by the Elector-Archbishop of Troves to dwell in
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